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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, September 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank 

J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York, and by video 

conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee David Squirrell 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

  Absent:    

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.  Trustee Grunthal began by saying that it was a sad moment for him.  

As many may know, David Matsil passed away on September 2nd after a difficult battle with 

Pancreatic Cancer.  This is a tragedy for his family of course, his friends, and our Village.  

David served on our Conservation Advisory Council for many years; he worked for the 

conservation of all that is precious in our Village; he was appointed Chair of our Energy 

Advisory Panel which was recently renamed the Climate Smart Communities Task Force.  He 

has made an important and sustained contribution to our Village in all matters of energy 

conservation and protection of our natural resources.  Mount Kisco will miss his 

contributions and the friendly and professional way that he ran the meetings of those 

councils.  David was someone who put his money where his mouth was and purchased two 

electric vehicles to support the move to alternative energy.  His wife Lisa has suggested that 

anyone who would like honor his memory with a charitable donation make it to the Sierra 

Club.   Trustee Grunthal went on to say that he and David worked together for many years, 
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that he was lucky to call him a trusted friend, and he is already missing him enormously.  

Mayor Picinich extended her thoughts and prayers to the Matsil family.    

Village/Town of Mount Kisco Board of Trustees Meeting Agenda 

September 10, 2020 

 

 

 

1) Communications: 

a. Letter from Lee Koromvokis and Ralph Koos 

 

 

b. Letter from Elizabeth Wichman 

 

 

c. Request- Pop up Movie 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that there was a request made by SCRN Cinemas 

to hold a pop up movie in the N. Moger Lot lot on the weekends for the month of October 

where they would be charging admission and would be a place where people can gather to 

see movies as theaters are closed.  They state in their letter that they will be following 

Covid guidelines and suggested two (2) different show times each night.  The cost of 

admission works out to be $11 per person for a car with four (4) people.  The question is 

does the Board want to lease this space for this purpose. 

  

 Trustee Schleimer began by saying that on the original letter it also listed Grand 

Prix (333 N. Bedford Road) as another location.  Mayor Picinich responded that they are 

exploring both locations.   Mayor Picinich also pointed out that the location at 333 N. 
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Bedford Rd. was not under their jurisdiction other than from a building department 

standpoint regarding permits and code compliance. 

  

  There was some discussion among the Trustees in regards to the Jewish Festival 

where they also held a pop-up movie event in the N. Moger Lot.  There were no issues with 

that event in that space.   There were more questions in regards to the amount of cars 

expected to attend.  Trustee Grunthal added that the Jewish Festival pop-up movie was run 

by a non-profit organization where this is for profit and wonders how they would like to 

handle that issue.   It is a great idea in theory, but if we allow one organization it will set a 

precedent in the future.    

 

 Trustee Squirrell asked what the role of the Building Department would be in this 

scenario.  Mayor Picinich responded that they would be there for safety purposes and 

guidelines for Covid.  There was further discussion on the profit component of this request 

and whether or not they wanted to set this type of precedent.  These are unique times that 

require unique allowances.  

 

 Trustee Grunthal suggested that we should include in any potential approval the 

language “in light of the pandemic” to ensure that anyone coming to us after this pandemic 

is over, we can say that those events had been approved strictly during the pandemic.  He 

also suggested a reasonable deposit to cover any expense for cleaning the area once the 

event had concluded.  Mayor Picinich also wanted to make sure that any policing costs are 

covered by the organization as well.  After additional discussion, this item was tabled to 

reach out to the organizer and get additional information prior to approval.  
  

2) Petitions: None. 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

a. Water Report 

 Mr. Brancati began by saying that water production for the month of July was a 

little more than 48 million gallons for a daily average of 1.59 million gallons per day which is 

up from June.  As businesses continue to reopen we are seeing increased water usage 

keeping in mind that sprinkler systems are also still in use.  The Leonard Park wells were on 

for the month of July averaging 145,000 gallons per day.  Byram Lake was at 96% capacity 

at the beginning of the month and 95% at the end of th e month. 

 

b. Personnel Update 

 Mr. Brancati began by saying that Joanne Aquilino, Superintendent of Recreation, 

filed for retirement effective September 1, 2020.  He thanked her for all her work here in 

the Village.  He continued to state that Kerri Montano, Senior Nutrition Site Manager, 

resigned her position as of September 4, 2020.  He thanked her for her dedicated service 

and years of tireless efforts on behalf of our senior population.  Jean Ralph who has also 

worked at our Senior Center for years has also resigned as of September 11, 2020.  Village 

Manager Brancati also announced the hiring of Gjon Rrotaj as a Caretaker for the Village 

who will be responsible for facility maintenance, as well as helping keep our green spaces, 

trails, and Byram Lake watershed property clean.   
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c. Census Update 

 Mr. Brancati began by saying that with only a few weeks to go we are making 

some progress.  We are at 68.4% response rate which is close to where we were ten (10) 

years ago.  Clearly, we want to match that figure and exceed our response rate from the 

2010 Census.  The Census helps determine the allocation of funding to our Village as well as 

representation at every level of government and it is important that we get to 100%.  It 

takes five minutes to complete the 2020 Census and will make sure that Mount Kisco is 

properly represented for the next decade.  

 

d. Parking Promulgation 

 Mr. Brancati advised the Board of a new parking promulgation that parking of any 

vehicle, on any street within the boundaries of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, for a period 

in excess of 48 hours shall be prohibited.  

 

 Trustee Squirrell asked if that was too short of a period of time; there are 

residences that are being used that may not have adequate parking.  If someone went away 

for a weekend they would be subject to a fine and he does not agree with that.  Trustee 

Schleimer agreed with Trustee Squirrell.   

 

 Mayor Picinich made note that the current regulation was 24 hours and they were 

extending the time period.  Trustee Squirrell stated that if we were going to enforce the 48 

hours, it is too short of a time frame.  

 

 Mr. Brancati replied that he hears the concern, but does not agree that the time 

frame is too short.  This promulgation only applies to on street parking, there are different 

areas in the Village for longer term parking to avoid a fine, but the Village streets are not a 

place for long term parking.  

 

 There was a large discussion amongst the Board on how cars are deemed to be 

parked for extended periods of time and how a car is deemed abandoned.  Mayor Picinich 

made note that we have been enforcing the 24 hour regulation as there is not a lot of 

parking on the street in some areas in the Village.  Residents have complained that 24 

hours is too short of a time period and they needed some more time.  There was a 

perception that extending it to 48 hours was beneficial and fair.   

 

 Trustee Schleimer wanted to make note that in light of Covid, some people are 

working from home and not moving cars at all.  Instead of going to a job site they are now 

working from home; she is inclined, at least during Covid, to go for a longer period of time.  

A discussion continued among the Trustees on whether or not they should extend the time 

even further and should this not be enforced during Covid.  Mayor Picinich respectfully 

noted that this is for their information; the jurisdiction and the decision making on this 

matter is not the Board’s, it is the Village Manager’s.   

 

e. Capital Project update 

 Village Manager Brancati began by saying that the Woodland Street project was 

completed last Friday and included replacement of the 4" water line with an 8" water line, 

replacement of storm water infrastructure, a few minor sewer repairs, and replacement of 

sidewalks, curbs, and road surface.  Landi Contracting did a great job on this project. 

DeRosa Sports, who is the contractor for the tennis court project, has completed much of 
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their work. The new surface has been put in place, but needs fourteen (14) days to cure   

before the project can be completed which is expected towards the middle of October.  The 

East of Hudson Watershed Corporation has begun a storm water and phosphorus reduction 

project in Leonard Park to improve water quality. The project involves removing old 

corrugated metal storm pipe and installing a number of long stretches of sand filters to 

capture and remove phosphorus from storm water before it enters the Kisco River.  Work on 

the Green Street Fire House also began this week as the contractor, GTL, has mobilized and 

begun site work for the new addition. The Union Hook & Ladder and the Rescue Fire Police 

have been relocated to the upper garage at the old Transfer Station during the renovations 

to the firehouse.  A walkthrough is scheduled for tomorrow here at Village Hall with our 

contractor, BJB Construction, for work on the Elevator project here at Village Hall.  Electrical 

work on the Library is expected to be completed by the end of next week.  The Supervisory 

Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) Upgrade for the entire water and sewer system is 

continuing.  The SCADA system is essential to our monitoring and control of the Village’s 

water and sewer system and is being upgraded as the system is approaching the end of its 

useful life.  We have been working with WesTech, manufacturer of the replacement filter 

unit #1 at the Byram Lake Water Filtration Plant, the Westchester County Department of 

Health, and Delaware Engineering to finally bring that new filter unit into service and that is 

expected to occur within the next few weeks.  Landi Contracting, in coordination with Metro-

North, began work this week to repair and resurface the Lieto Drive Bridge over the train 

tracks. 

 

 

5) Board Reports: 

 

 Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that the Mount Kisco Arts Council has kicked 

off their music series celebrating all things Mount Kisco with three concerts in September.  

This past Saturday Rene Carlson and Rob Hamill opened up the season in front of the Beer 

Noggin.  There was a nice crowd all wearing masks and practicing social distancing.  This 

Saturday, Dan Blake and the Digging will be playing at the gazebo on South Moger Avenue.   

Please come down and enjoy our hometown heroes with a special photo gallery display on 

Main Street and South Moger Avenue.  These pictures include our nurses, our local grocery 

store clerks, our DPW, firemen, government leaders, doctors, bus drivers, mail carriers, and 

all those essential workers who put themselves at risk so we can safely shelter in place.  

Deputy Mayor Farber thanked Lisa Abzun and Elizabeth Gorely who along with the Chamber 

of Commerce made this huge gallery of heroes.  Other activities this weekend will include 

the Fire Department Boot Drive and Inter-Faith Food Pantry food drive.  The following 

weekend the Arts Council will be presenting the Mount Airy Trio also at the gazebo along 

with a collection of antique cars that will line the streets.  The Mount Kisco Historical Society 

has also been busy with the trails and are planning a historical stroll down memory lane on 

September 19th.  This tour will guide you downtown with stories of what it was like many 

years ago.  They will meet at Fountain Park at 5pm.  The weekend of September 26th will be 

the Kisco Wellness Weekend.  Join all the gyms in town as they offer a free studio or outside 

class.  Please check the Chamber website for locations and times.  Deputy Mayor Farber 

also wanted to remind residents that the Kisco 5K run is still happening.  All information is 

on their site and all donations will benefit Mount Kisco essential workers and our first 

responders.  Deputy Mayor Farber went on to say that she had the honor of representing 

the Village at the Mount Kisco Childcare Center where New York State Lt. Governor Kathy 

Hochul was the guest speaker and presented special funds from the State to recognize the 

importance of childcare centers as they care for the children of our first responders and 

essential workers to keep our community, State, and Nation going.   They are also our local 

heroes.  Deputy Mayor Farber ended by saying that September 11th is the day that we stop 
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and reflect on what happened nineteen (19) years ago when 3,000 people lost their lives in 

the terrorist attacks at the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and an open field in 

Pennsylvania.  Here in Mount Kisco we have been blessed with a memorial designed and 

created by the Mount Kisco Volunteer Fire Department led by Rich Alexander and Paul 

Felice.  There will be a special ceremony at 6:15pm on the 11th which will be streamed live 

on Facebook as well as our local channels.  There is a limit of people who can be in 

attendance.  She wished everyone celebrating Rosh Hashanah a very Happy New Year and 

an easy fast on Yom Kippur.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer began by saying that she has been keeping it light, but today is 

World Suicide Prevention day and it is a growing problem where the numbers tell a shocking 

story.  Every forty (40) seconds someone takes their own life according to the World Health 

Organization; that is 800,000 people worldwide every year although some estimates put 

that number closer to one million.  Suicide is the leading cause of death for people ages 15-

29 and for every suicide that results in death there are as many as forty (40) attempted 

suicides.  This is something that we can only help to fight one person at a time.  Trustee 

Schleimer continued on to say that there is a displaced homemaker’s project transition 

which is offered by Westchester Community College; it is an intensive program that is free 

and provides training in computer skills, resume writing, interviewing, online job search, 

and group or individual job counseling.  It is a tremendous program and makes an amazing 

difference to people seeking to get back into the workforce.  Trustee Schleimer went on to 

say that there would be a farmer’s market coupon program for seniors at the Bedford Hills 

train station.  These coupons can be used at any of the farm stands or markets throughout 

the County and will provide free fruits and vegetables.  Trustee Schleimer continued on to 

say that the scam of the week is a utility service scam targeting seniors.  People have come 

forward to say that there are callers posing as ConEd representatives asking customers to 

purchase money packs to make a payment.  Please do not comply.   

 

 Trustee Squirrell began by saying that he did not have a lot to report, but he 

wanted to remind residents that they needed to stay cognizant that we are in a transition of 

the seasons and we cannot forget that the tents at the hospital are still there.  That should 

serve as a daily reminder to all of us that we cannot let our guard down in regards to the 

virus.  Mother Nature always wins; it is getting darker, people spend more time inside, and 

that is where we have been told, the second wave can come.  We should not have a false 

sense of security simply because things were under control during the summer.  We must 

continue to stay vigilant moving forward.  Trustee Squirrell also stated that he was 

interested in hearing the public comment as part of this meeting; just because this Board is 

autonomous from the Planning Board does not mean that they are not listening to what the 

community has to say.   

 

 Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the Conservation Advisory Council 

continued to meet throughout the summer on a regular basis.  They have offered their 

opinions and advice to the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals on various 

applications.  There are plans for a delayed Arbor Day celebration this fall.  Trustee Grunthal 

went on to say that the Economic Development Council has been active as well under the 

leadership of its new Chair, Keith Ferguson.  They are working on some small additions to 

the website to give additional and pertinent information to anyone outside of the Village.  

More information should follow.  

 

 Mayor Picinich began by sharing a Covid update.  We have seen an uptick in cases 

throughout Westchester County and it is believed that this is largely attributed to people 

who traveled out of state during the last couple of weeks and came home.  It is also 

anticipated that cases will begin to increase even more as we see schools open.  The virus is 
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very much still present in Westchester, Mount Kisco, and in New York.  The good news for 

Westchester County is that the number of new hospitalizations is still very low and there 

have been no fatalities for the past nine (9) days.  Mayor Picinich continued to say that they 

have been in extensive discussions with the County, specifically with Dr. Sherlita Amler, 

Commissioner of the Westchester County Department of Health, because as we see an 

uptick in cases in the County, there is also an uptick in cases here in the Village.  We 

currently have seventeen (17) active cases that are attributed to Mount Kisco; contact 

tracing teams have been very active in taking a close look at the cases in our community.  

The majority of those cases are linked to households that have tested positive.  The other 

thing that is important to note is that college students out of state who have their health 

insurance here at home are a part of our numbers here in the State.  Mayor Picinich went 

on to say that she could share confidently, as she has invested a lot of time looking at this 

and working with the County, there is not a broad concern of a major outbreak.  She did 

remind residents that they need to continue to follow social distance protocols and wear 

masks.  She went on to say that if anyone was in a business or space where they felt that 

they were not practicing safety regulations to please contact the Building Department.  The 

Village is very aggressively following up on complaints and offering guidance.  Mayor 

Picinich continued by thanking Assistant Village Manager Kenneth Famulare and all of the 

incredible young adults who ran the pool throughout the summer as well as the Recreation 

Department.  It was a successful season despite the insanity that was going on around us.  

We had a great group of young adults who implemented the proper safety precautions while 

ensuring a fun environment.  Mayor Picinich also wanted to point out that students in the 

Bedford Central School District began school.  Some of them went into class rooms with 

others working remotely through a hybrid program.  In order to try and meet the needs of 

some families in the community, the Village is offering a remote school work place for 

students in grades 3-8.  This will be supervised and at the library; this is not tutoring, and 

registration is going on now.  Mayor Picinich continued by stating that the Inclusion Think 

Tank met again and they are focused on making sure that government is accessible to 

everyone across our community.  One of the ideas that we are looking to implement is open 

office hours or Q&A in both English and Spanish, the first one will be held on Wednesday 

September 23rd in front of Village Hall.  Anyone who has questions or concerns is welcome 

to participate.  She also mentioned that she is hoping to have and IPad available for anyone 

who would like to come down and complete the Census at the same time.  Mayor Picinich 

went on to say that although the Fox Senior Center has been closed, senior programing has 

not.  Recreation Supervisor Liz Dieter and Recreation Leader Joanne Salvo have been doing 

an extraordinary job of providing programs that are broadcast on our television station as 

well as our Vimeo page.  They have also had some programs in the park for socially distant 

activities.  It is a great opportunity for our seniors to get out and see each other and get 

active.   

 

 

6) Old Business: 

a. Adopt LOSAP Amendment 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the Board has a LOSAP amendment in front of 

them.  For the purpose of the public it is the Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) for 

our volunteer first responders.  Due to Covid there were certain activities that were not able 

to happen that would enable volunteer first responders to earn points that contribute to the 

length of service for these members.  The State provided an opportunity for points to be 

credited to members during Covid and what the Board has asked was for the Village 

Manager and Treasurer to speak to and obtain recommendations from our Volunteer 

leadership on what they thought would be fair and appropriate.  There was a memo from 
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Mr. Brancati that included the recommendations that include that all members sixty-five 

(65) years or older that were determined to be immune compromised prior to April 1st 

would be awarded five (5) LOSAP points per month for April and May; all fire members 

would be given one (1) LOSAP point for the April meeting which was canceled; all fire 

members would be awarded three (3) points for April and May for one (1) meeting and two 

(2) drills that are usually held; all fire department officers would be awarded one (1) point 

per month for the monthly Officers meetings that were canceled; the Ambulance Corps 

members and emergency medical technicians are to be awarded one (1) point for each 

regular meeting that was canceled; all active members would be awarded one (1) point for 

training conferences or classes that they would normally participate; and in accordance with 

the newly adopted New York State Law no one member of the Ambulance Corp or Fire 

Department would be entitled to receive any more than five (5) points in any single month 

under this amendment.  

 

There was a brief discussion on whether or not this amendment would be until the 

end of the year.  Village Manage Brancati stated that this amendment is for this specific 

time frame as a result of the Covid outbreak; if at another point the State decided to add to 

this, we can certainly revisit this issue.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to adopt the LOSAP Amendment as presented; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

7) New Business: 

a. Schedule Public Hearing- Monday October 5, 2020- Local Law 2020-03- 

Zoning Code Amendment  

 

 Trustee Squirrell had posed the question on whether this zoning amendment 

needed to be done prior to anything set in stone with the developers for the North and 

South Moger lots.  His concern is that these amendments are permanent and might affect 

future developments if it were not to happen.  Mr. Brancati replied that the idea is to 

schedule the public hearing and to go through the process; sending out referrals to the 

proper agencies for review, where action would not be taken until the hearing was closed.  

It is just to start the clock to make sure that we are ready to move when the time comes.  

 

 Trustee Squirrell asked if there was a specific reason why this was being done 

separate and apart from the parking structure.  Is this something that would have occurred 

under the normal course of the Board’s management of the Village?  Mr. Brancati replied 

that there is a development bonus that currently exists in our zoning code that is consistent 

with our comprehensive plan; this amendment is an extension of that bonus.  Specifically, it 

addresses the needs the Village had for a community space for the Arts council and other 

community groups as well as the need for additional affordable units between 80% and 

100% of area median income in the Village.   
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 Mayor Picinich made note that this is to start this process because this is very 

process heavy.  To make a zoning amendment takes time and this would require a change 

to something that is currently part of the code.  This does not determine an outcome, it 

simply starts the process.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer began by saying that this is complicated and members of the 

public are a little lost and don’t know what is proposed for the North and South Moger lots; 

even under the Comprehensive Plan which was discussed years ago.  In connection with this 

public hearing perhaps there can be a more robust discussion about what this really means 

and what this really does instead of just showing the amendment.  Trustee Schleimer asked 

for a presentation from the Village Manager at that public hearing in regards to this 

amendment.  

 

 There was some discussion in regards to the Letter of Intent (LOI) for this project.  

Mayor Picinich noted that the LOI was signed some time ago and has been a public 

document since that time.  The Letter of Intent is the foundation document on which the 

deal is built up from.  That was the starting point making it clear that this was the firm with 

which the Village intended on moving forward.  We will open the public hearing framing that 

information for the public and answer any questions.  

   

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to hold a public hearing on Monday, October 5, 2020 to discuss the proposed 

zoning code amendment; all in favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. Resolution to amend Fee Schedule- Parking Fine  
 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that the resolution to amend the parking fine has a 

lot to do with absorbing some of the cost from switching vendors to allow for online 

payments.  This would raise the fine from $10 to $15 for an expired meter, which is still the 

lowest in Westchester at this time.   

 

 Village Manager Brancati noted that it is the same vendor, but this is for 

convenience to allow online payments and this would include any service fees within the fine 

itself.  

 

 Trustee Squirrell asked if the Village was absorbing the extra expense.  Mr. 

Brancati replied that was correct.  He was able to negotiate a reduced convenience fee and 

the Village will absorb that cost to be paid from the fines collected by the Village with the 

rest of the fine coming to the Village.  This would be the same fee for everyone whether 

paid in cash, check, or charge.  In the past people were deterred from using it due to the 

fee that was attached.   

  

 Trustee Schleimer believes that people are still hurting and some are not working 

and that this is not the time to raise the fees.  This is not the time to make things more 

expensive when people cannot afford to eat.   
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 There was some discussion around the amount of the current fine with the 

convenience fee attached and whether it should be equal to the raise in the fine across the 

board.  Is this the right time for this at all.  There was mention of free parking in the lots 

currently so that these fines can be avoided.   

 

   

 Trustee Squirrell asked if the increase was tied into the convenience fee because, 

by definition, when someone pays they have to be informed of the amount of the fine and 

the amount of the convenience fee.  Village Manager Brancati replied that there will no 

longer be a convenience fee and there would only be the fine to pay.  There was a large 

discussion around the convenience fee and the fine; whether or not this increase was the 

right increase and amount.  After the discussion this item was tabled for additional 

information. 
 

c. Resolution to amend the Employee Handbook 

  

 Mayor Picinich noted that the Mount Kisco Public Library was going to adopt the 

Village Employee Handbook so that there is consistency among all Village staff.  The 

changes, which are highlighted, simply reflect that the library is now adopting this 

handbook.  

 

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to amend the Employee handbook as presented; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

d. Authorize Village Manager to sign United Healthcare Medicare Advantage 

Plan contract for Village Retirees 

  

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that this was a change in insurance for the retirees 

of the Village that would give them better coverage at a lower cost to the Village.   

 

 Deputy Mayor Farber asked if the retirees had any other choice of insurance in 

order to be able to stay on the plan.  Mr. Brancati replied that this is the plan; they can 

enroll or opt out and be on Medicare only.   

 

 Trustee Schleimer asked to discuss this at length during a work session.  She 

believes that this is a major departure from the coverage currently provided.  She 

mentioned that she has worked with people who have advantage plans and personally does 

not favor them.  Trustee Schleimer noted that the monthly cost was high; she paid lower for 

her insurance and that advantage coverage is essentially an HMO.  

 

 Mr. Brancati wanted to remind everyone that this is a supplement to Medicare.  He 

stated that the premium is high in comparison to other advantage plans due to the 

generous benefits in this plan.  This United Healthcare Medicare Advantage Plan matches 

the current United Healthcare supplement plan offered by the Village to retirees, and 

provides additional benefits and coverage not offered under our current plan.   
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 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 

authorize the Village Manager to sign the United Healthcare Medicare Advantage Plan 

contract for Village retirees; all in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Nay 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

e. Authorize Village Manager to sign the First Amendment to Agreement with 

Passport 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying Passport is the company that we work with 

currently to support our parking enforcement and through this amendment they will now 

also handle processing payments for parking both in Village parking lots and on-street 

meters through their mobile application.  It is the hope that in the future, throughout 

Westchester, we are all on the same technology.   

 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to authorize the Village Manager to sign the first amendment to our agreement 

with Passport upon approval of the Village Attorney; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

f. Authorize Village Manger to sign Shelter agreement with South Salem 

Animal Hospital 

 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to authorize the Village Manager to sign the shelter agreement with South Salem 

Animal Hospital; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 There was a motion made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to go into executive session following this meeting to discuss negotiation of real 

property; all in favor:  

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 
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   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to pay the bills as submitted on September 3, 2020 for the months of July and 

August 2020 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 397,813.40 

Water Fund     $ 286,492.95 

Sewer Fund     $   37,258.47 

Library Fund     $   51,757.26 

Capital Fund     $ 213,189.78 

Trust Fund     $   26,227.28 

    TOTAL   $ 1,012,739.14 

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

9) Minutes: 

 

a. VB Meeting-7.20.2020 

 

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to accept the minutes for July 20, 2020 with one correction and to add comments 

from Mayor Picinich on finances regarding the fire houses; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. VB Meeting- 8.3.2020 

  

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to accept the minutes for August 3, 2020 as submitted; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 
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   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 914-420-0383 

 

Mayor Picinich began by reading some of the comments off of Facebook.  Ms. Judith 

Sage says many, if not most, seniors find serious coverage gaps in advantage plans; 

although it may not hurt businesses here, a lot of towns do not have meters.   

 

Mary Tarnok, from Brentwood Court in Mount Kisco Chase, began by saying that the 

petition to the Village/Town of Mount Kisco to revise the portion of the 2018 Solar Law that 

allows for the possible construction of a massive Tier III Solar Power Plant installation in one 

Conservation District (CD) lot in the Village, which is located at 180 South Bedford Rd.  The 

CD zoning change was approved in 2018 by the Trustees of the Village of Mount Kisco and 

arguably allows for the installation of a ground mounted Solar Power Plant on a 25 acre, 

naturally forested parcel of land which is adjacent to both Mt. Kisco Chase, Marsh 

Sanctuary, and other residential properties.  This is an affront to both Mother Nature and 

our community.  I am a resident and owner of a home in Mr. Kisco including Mt. Kisco 

Chase and am against the Power Plant for numerous reasons including the following: the 

solar power plant violates the Village Comprehensive Plan “scenic overlay” designation that 

was in effect at the time the Solar Law was passed in 2018; the installation of the solar 

power plant would require clear cutting nearly 700 mature and specimen trees; the solar 

plant would destroy wildlife habitat of countless species of birds and animals including the 

Box Turtle and possibly the Bald Eagle which has been spotted flying around the area; Pubic 

trust on this issue has been compromised due to an appearance of conflict as it appears the 

current Planning Board Chair had a potential financial interest in the inclusion of the one CD 

lot located at 180 South Bedford Rd. at the time the solar law was passed in 2019 and 

withheld this interest from the Board and the public; proper notification of the Rezoning was 

not provided to the public at large and all impacted parties; the submission to the County 

Board in regard to the Solar Law contained many substantial and material omissions; no 

environmental review was conducted prior to the inclusion of this one lot in the Solar Law; 

the installation of a Solar Power Plant at this location  provides neither direct benefit to the 

residents of Mt. Kisco nor to the Village; the Rezoning was done against the advice and 

wisdom of the Town Planner.  This Property, which the Town for many years rightly found 

should remain wooded and scenic, should be purchased from the current owner at a fair and 

reasonable price and dedicated to the Marsh Sanctuary, which owns the two adjacent lots, 

so all future Mt. Kisco generations can benefit from its use, as was always recommended for 

this specific site.  If COVID-19 has taught us anything is that we need more open space, not 

less.   

 

She went on to say that another resident commented, this application goes 

COMPLETELY against the Town's Vision Statement which says in italics for emphasis on the 

Mount Kisco government website "The vision for Mount Kisco is one in which Village 

character, charm, diversity and social interaction are retained: the quality of neighborhoods 

is maintained, restored, or enhanced.  The Vision is also one in which water supply and 

natural resources are protected and improved, and the integrity of scenic vistas and open 

spaces are preserved."  This application and any other application for development, 

including the proposed cell tower, on this unique site, home to wildlife habitat and old 

growth "mother trees" would jeopardize the integrity and mission of its valued neighbor 
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Marsh Sanctuary.  The Sanctuary has become even more important and visible to the entire 

community since the Covid crisis and is used daily by many as a retreat from the stresses of 

everyday life.  It has become a calm and quiet sanctuary for the entire community.  It 

needs to be added to not detracted from!   

 

She also mentioned that another resident also said this is CRITICAL to all of us, but 

especially to me as a Marsh Sanctuary Board member and resident of Sarles Street.  The 

projected solar farm and cell tower about the sanctuary and will significantly impact the 

natural beauty and solitude of the sanctuary and its residential neighbors, both in noise and 

view.  This would be a travesty in every regard.  We need to keep the green space we have 

protected for the sake of biodiversity of wildlife and also of carbon sequestration which will 

be significantly impacted if 750 trees are removed and rock blasting performed on this 

beautiful hilltop site, not to mention soil erosion and the consequential runoff down to the 

Kisco River tributaries at the bottom of the hill site.  While I’m in support of alternative 

energy options, there are other sites that don’t require the destruction of our natural 

resources such as parking garages and building rooftops.  Our world is in a climate crisis 

now because of projects like this that allow ill-advised projects without studying the long-

term environmental impacts.  This project needs a comprehensive EIS done.  Don’t rush to 

allow this because it sounds like a good thing (solar energy) when in fact it would be 

destroying natural resources that can’t be restored.  There are too many negatives that can 

never outweigh the positives.  Please don’t support this project.  She hopes the Board will 

take this petition seriously and wants the Board to look out for its residents.  

 

Harry McCartney began by thanking all the DPW guys that were out in the rain 

cleaning the trails for the walks that are upcoming and all the support the Village has given 

to the trails over the last few years.  He went on to say that he sent a memo out June 14th 

with all his concerns of preservation to ensure that our history and our nature are preserved 

in perpetuity.  Recently with the solar project and then the cell tower being added, he saw 

major concerns and it goes to the heart of good government.  The paragraph that he 

started out with in that memo to the Boards and Mayor in terms of the roles you have as 

the Town Board, as the ethics advisory council to you in terms of ethical behavior in 

government and the Planning board.  In his note he says that policy and honesty are critical 

to the stability, viability, and preservation of our fragile democracy.  It has been that all 

(audio muffled) levels of government, that the operation and execution of the various role 

of that government are performed without a hint of conflict, service interest, and the 

general public’s interest.  In today’s world it is more important than ever.  So that being 

said, when he sent the note the response received was that there were no problems; from 

an operational, management level that it was being managed in an appropriate way.  He 

thinks as a Board they need to listen to what’s happening in the community and their 

concerns with so many different aspects of that specific application.  He hopes that going 

forward, whatever we do in any relationship, honesty and integrity in these days are critical.  

He ended his comment by thanking them again for all the support in the past in regards to 

conservation and trails.  

 

John Rhodes, Chairman of the Conservation Advisory Council (CAC), began by saying 

that if there is anything that the members of the Village Board can do to influence the 

process that is going on right now with the Planning Board, which seems to have spun out 

of control,  at least to delay the process.  There are a lot of serious questions there.  The big 

question at the last meeting was whether or not Verizon was exempt from the buffer limits.  

The CAC has concerns about some aspects of the Letter of Intent and Plan for the Moger Lot 

Development from Gotham and Charter Realty & Development, dated November 18, 2019. 

This letter/plan was only recently posted on the Village website, and we have been told that 

some members of our community do not understand all the important details and 
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ramifications of this complex document. We are requesting that the Village Board schedule a 

series of online interactive public meetings so that residents and the business community 

may become better informed about this important development, and communicate their 

questions, ideas, and concerns to you.  We appreciate the hard work that went into the 

Letter of Intent and the accompanying plans, but we are also concerned that they may not 

entirely address some of the key concerns and needs expressed by our residents and small 

business owners during the meetings and Public Hearings.  These concerns include 

construction noise and dust, traffic congestion, walkability, pedestrian safety, financing, as 

well as green space and related issues.  We were informed that these issues would be 

addressed during discussions with prospective development partners, though not in the 

written Request for Proposals (RFP) itself.  We were also told that the public would have 

plenty of opportunities to examine the resulting preliminary plans and share their concerns 

and ideas with you.   Also codifying zoning law in results of a partial negotiation with 

Gotham could limit the Village’s ability to negotiate with some of these other key concerns.  

It is very clear that this letter of intent and plan is not just a friendly handshake; it is a very 

detailed plan.  Now, six months into the pandemic, we are all aware that changes in work, 

business, and living patterns have created many new challenges.  With more downtown 

residents working from home or unemployed, and many downtown businesses still 

struggling to recover and survive, it’s more important than ever that the final development 

plan works well for all the people and businesses in our community.  For all these reasons, 

we advise and request that the Village organize a series of public meetings to inform the 

public and seek feedback on the Letter of Intent and Plan.  We believe this will help our 

community to better understand the letter and plan, and help the Village Board to better 

understand and respond to the people’s current priorities and concerns.  Thank you for your 

consideration. 

 

Robin Buco began by saying that she is a resident and she and her husband own All 

Together Now, the children’s store on South Moger Avenue.  She wanted to second what 

everyone has spoken on thus far.  She continued on to say just to be more aware of what 

the proposed Moger Lots development is going to entail specifically for small businesses 

located right across the street from the development; how that will affect people’s 

pedestrian ability to come and go to businesses.  She knows how much the construction 

that happened in Chappaqua affected small businesses there and how people avoided going 

into town because it was such a mess.  She would like to learn more about the plans to 

manage the noise, the traffic, the dust, parking, and everything that is going to take place 

during the construction phase and what the Village Board has in mind and Gotham has in 

mind to minimize any negative effects on existing businesses there.  She too would like to 

see some open sessions or forums to give people more information and the opportunity to 

comment.   

 

John Stockbridge, member of the Board for the Marsh Sanctuary, wanted to read a 

letter that was sent to the Planning Board.  Representing the Marsh Sanctuary, I write to 

the Planning Board as concerns an application for a cell tower to be constructed at 180 S. 

Bedford Road in Mount Kisco. The proposed tower is on land that abuts the Marsh 

Sanctuary. There are numerous reasons why this application should be denied. First of all, 

the property at 180 South Bedford Road represents 25 acres of open space land that 

sustains old growth trees and various wildlife species that are part of the review for a 

Natural Resources Inventory developed by the Village’s Conservation Advisory Council.  The 

Marsh Sanctuary is one of the featured properties studied by the Inventory plan.  If the 

Planning Board allowed a cell tower to be constructed it would be in violation of the 

Town/Village’s Vision Statement adopted in August 2000, which states “The Vision for Mount 

Kisco is one in which Village character, charm, diversity, and social interaction are retained. 

The Vision is also one in which natural resources are protected and…the integrity of scenic 
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vistas and open spaces are preserved.”  It couldn’t be more clearly stated.  Intrusion on 

open space in Mount Kisco is not to be approved.  As is known by the Planning Board, the 

Marsh Sanctuary is a 156 acre nature preserve with trails, open space, a Community 

Garden, and a commitment to the protection of our natural environment.  Our preservation 

mission is to identify and protect the wildlife, natural forests and wetlands on the lands 

entrusted to the Sanctuary.  In recent years the Sanctuary has provided additional benefits 

to the public through the Community Garden, and the hosting of children’s outdoor 

programs, notably with the Rewilding School and Eagle Scout projects.  It cannot be 

emphasized enough that the Sanctuary depends on the Village of Mount Kisco to provide 

protection from intrusion to the resources of the Sanctuary.  This refers not only to 

protection of wildlife and natural green space, but also to visual intrusion as would be 

proposed by construction of a cell tower.  In a memorandum from Peter J. Miley dated 

September 1, 2020, to Mr. Douglas Hertz* and Members of the Planning Board, the 

proposed project describes the construction of a 140-foot tall “four-sided” Verizon Antennas 

that would include three lower levels for future colocation of other carriers.  This tower 

project is substantial, and the visual intrusion would be immense.  I have included a photo 

taken in the Sanctuary looking back from a familiar trail head above the Sarles Street pond. 

Included with the photo is a second photo with a drawn in possible cell tower. This tower 

should not be permitted.  It would impose a significant intrusion on the experience of the 

public.  Much of the satisfaction that a visitor to the Marsh Sanctuary feels is derived from 

the natural landscape.  Any intrusion on this experience ruins the experience.  A cell tower 

at this location would be anathema to the mission of the Sanctuary, and also violate the 

original plans of the Village to protect open space.  It cannot be emphasized enough that a 

cell tower overlooking the Sanctuary should not be considered for approval.  The Marsh 

Sanctuary is strongly opposed to this application.  He continued to say the point is that the 

Village Board and its Trustees are looking at something that has to do with the overall 

character of the Village which he gives a lot of credit for following up and maintaining along 

with other boards and commissions.  He appreciates that the Village Board recognized this 

is not just a Planning Board issue; this impacts the overall Village of Mount Kisco where the 

sanctuary is very proud to be its neighbor.  

 

Trustee Schleimer read the following letter submitted by George Cappolla: I have 

recently come before both the Planning Board and the Village/Town Board of Trustees to 

voice concern over the proposed solar power plant on the grounds of environmental and 

ecologic destruction, on noise and visual esthetic insults, on the financial detriment to 

surrounding homeowners and on general scientific principles.  These are also equally 

relevant to the new cell tower application; however, for now I wish to bring up the difficult 

and disturbing topic of conflict of interest and the ethics surrounding these proposals.  I 

object to the furtherance of these industrial development paths based on concerns over the 

ethics, responsibilities, and duties of certain Town officials.  With regard to the solar power 

plant application and now the just recently added cell tower application, it has come to my 

attention that members of the Town Planning Board have (or had) vested financial interests 

in one or both of these proposals, or the very property on which they would sit.  Ethics and 

conflict-of-interest rules and laws are purposefully written very stringently.  Just about 

everyone recognizes the phrase, ‘to eliminate any appearance of impropriety’.  Not only 

does the appearance of impropriety exist by virtue of one or more board members’ 

connections to such proposals, in my opinion it is likely that we have a situation where the 

defining line for impropriety has most definitely been crossed.  Apparently, the Planning 

Board Chairman is a principal owner in the solar company applying for the power plant 

installation on this particular property.  It is impossible for any other Town or Planning 

Board member to have ignored this fact during deliberations over the past few years.  This 

is especially galling if the Chairman has been present during any meeting concerned with 

the solar power plant industrial project pursued by his own solar company.  The hubris of 
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wearing those two hats and thinking that this is proper is astonishing.  Recusing one’s self 

from simply voting on a particular application is a correct action, but unfortunately, not 

anywhere near enough.  Discussions about the use of this property for a Tier3 solar project 

have apparently been going on for years now, well ahead of the November 2018 decision to 

allow for such usage.  If the present Chairman has ever said anything whatsoever (opinions, 

ideas, suggestions, anything at all) about the use of this property at any time, either in 

Board meetings or outside of them, then I believe his actions have crossed the line.  Even 

his silent presence in a room can be influential and prejudicial.  Equally apparent is that a 

genuine and absolute recusal or even removal from the Planning Board at this point is too 

late; the well has already been poisoned.  In addition, the Vice Chairman owned this very 

property until its sale to Skull Island Partners and still apparently owns property nearby to 

this Sarles St. parcel.  One might want to ask the question, did the Vice Chairman, as the 

former owner of this piece of property, gain an advantage in selling this real estate using 

the idea that it could be leased or sold to a solar or cell tower company?  Does he favor this 

industrial use now in order to bolster the future commercial value of the nearby land he still 

owns?  Because of these connections, suspicion naturally and appropriately arises; it 

certainly already constitutes the appearance of impropriety.  Given this situation, I feel the 

honorable and morally correct course of action would be to dismiss these applications 

outright, and forever deny any Town business with the applicants in the future.  

Furthermore, the November 2018 decision to amend the zoning to allow industrial 

applications for this parcel should be reviewed thoroughly and conscientiously.  As it stands, 

that zoning change is in direct contravention to the stated goals in the Town’s own Vision 

Statement and Comprehensive Plan.  Please remind yourselves that the purpose of the 

various Boards is to serve the community, and no one else, guided by that very Plan.  The 

2018 Solar Law decision to allow industrial uses such as a Tier3 solar installation or a cell 

tower should be rescinded and any further use for this parcel be restricted to the original 

conservation and esthetic goals stated in the Comprehensive Plan.  It should be clear that 

proposals like these are not in the interest of the community or the environment; 

furthermore, allowing them to proceed not only favors corporate entities un-aligned with the 

Town, but appearances also suggest they favor certain Board members too.  

Simultaneously, it flies in the face of numerous relevant and solid objections by the 

community to any industrial project being installed at this woodland site. 

 

Trustee Squirrell read the following letter from Rex Pietrobono: I wanted to place on 

the record before you two development and code issues relating to the Mount Kisco parcel 

of property located at 180 South Bedford Road.  No doubt your Board has been informed of 

many of the issues surrounding the Solar Farm and a cell tower application both proposed 

for that very same parcel.  Having helped draft local laws before, I understand the amount 

of research, review, and focus it involves.  So, when we the public are beneficiaries of some 

of the laws designed to protect us, such as “buffer zones, we are grateful and we come to 

rely upon their integrity for decisions regarding future plans for our properties, investments 

of time (past, present and future) for maintenance and improvements, as well as increased 

property values over time anticipating potential change over time, but that any such 

development would certainly be held to abide by our few preservative rules.  Those rules 

are being trampled upon in the present applications of Sunrise Solar Solutions, LLC and 

Homeland Towers who combined are looking to destroy almost 800 natural growth trees on 

the top of a natural habitat. 

1)         The parcel at 180 South Bedford Road, upon information and belief, is less 

than the 25-acre minimum requirement for solar development which your Board may have 

established for this particular CD district parcel; and  

2)         Both the Solar and cell tower applications seek to encroach well into your 

legislatively intended protective buffers:  
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a) Sunrise Solar by 73 ft. into one 200 ft. buffer zone (a 37% encroachment) along 

Sarles Street and a lesser variation in others where they seek to install water catch basins 

and whatever structures are needed to carry out that purpose; and 

b) Homeland Towers, whose self-serving interpretations of the laws, allows them 

guilt free exemption from any such local law protections.  Bear in mind that these are self-

inflicted hardships and not some homeowner looking for permission for home improvements 

or repairs.  Both of these proposals are for profit driven projects willing to destroy the 

natural habitat of the last large undeveloped parcel in Mount Kisco and situated next to 

many residences and a wildlife sanctuary.  While an owner is entitled to the use of their land 

and no one wants to be accused of a “taking” of their property rights, that parcel historically 

held a large single family estate mansion at the very top with a singular modest driveway 

off of Route 172 leading to it.  That remains an obvious permissible use as is.  It is 

particularly galling that one applicant’s principal and president is the current Chairman of 

the Mount Kisco Planning Board and the other is a large corporation willing to wield the 

Telecommunications Act against residents and this municipality like a bludgeon.  To his 

credit, counsel for Homeland Towers, Mr. Gaudioso left the door open for input from Mount 

Kisco Boards for better alternative locations.  Also worthy of note, our Mount Kisco Code 

does not allow for solar development on approximately 25 acre parcels, but specifically 

requires a “[m]inimum site area: 25 acres” (Mtk Code 110-7(c)(1)(a)(1)). Upon information 

and belief, according to documents the parcel’s area ranges anywhere from 23.5 acres to 

24.9 before the proposed 3,000 square feet for cell tower is removed.  An environmentalist 

of good faith might tell you that a solar farm and cell tower do not do well to replace 

roughly 800 trees and are both better suited for an existing commercial setting rather than 

converting a natural habitat into one.  I understand your involvement may be limited, but 

please get involved to the extent you can and help protect your community and its 

residents.  Thank you. 

 

Mayor Picinich wanted to clarify a few things.  Firstly, with reference to the solar law 

and the creation of the solar law; there is a very set process we went through and labored 

over it for months.  Everything that needed to be done to be in accordance with the law to 

implement this new legislation was done.  The Town Planner was actively involved in the 

process; we made all the proper and appropriate notifications that were needed and we 

shared it with the County and all other interested parties as appropriate.  When we 

implemented the legislation and enacted the solar law it was done over an extended period 

of time with lots of conversation and communication and it was done with great care and 

consideration.  She did not want anyone to have the perception that this was done flippantly 

or done without thought or care.   Mayor Picinich continued on to say that it is important 

that everyone should not conflate the statements of applicants with the views or perceptions 

or conclusions of the Planning Board.  An applicant will come in and present their views and 

perceptions, but it should be clear to everyone that the Planning board is very carefully 

listening to everything and has not made any decisions on any of these parts or pieces at 

this point in time because these are open applications.  With reference to cellular, it is very 

important that the community is aware that we don’t get to pick where cellular goes.  If a 

cellular company makes an application to a municipality the view is not something that can 

be taken into consideration with reference to Federal Law.  Federal Law leans on the side of 

the cellular provider if they can demonstrate that the service is needed in the area.   Mayor 

Picinich also wanted to remind everyone that the Village Board reviewed two other locations 

for cellular on our own property and rejected those; we do not own this property.  This is 

private property and we don’t get to participate in this decision making; the Planning Board 

will review this fairly in accordance with local and federal law.  Ethics concerns are very 

serious and everyone who is entrusted to the public to serve take ethic concerns seriously; 

so seriously that we called for a rewriting of our Ethics Code and that was done by an 

incredible team of people.  The updated code allows for people to submit ethical complaints 
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or concerns.  There are not views or perceptions.  If a complaint is submitted to the Ethics 

Committee, they will review carefully and seriously and will make a recommendation to this 

Board.  The notion and idea that this Board does not take serious the public trust or the 

ethics behind any actions or activity is simply not true, she would like to assure everyone 

that they do.   Mayor Picinich wanted to make note that this is an open issue dealing with 

land use.  There are applications before the Planning Board and they move through a 

process; a process that is guided by an attorney, a building inspector, a planner, an 

engineer, and other contracted consultants to participate in this project.  Public engagement 

is really important and everyone should continue to share their thoughts and ideas and 

opinions, but she cautioned everyone not to conflate the views of an applicant with 

decisions that have not yet been made by the Planning Board.  

 

Mr. Singleton began by saying that Mayor Picinich was on the mark with all of her 

points.  He went on to say that one area of concern for the public is the concept that the 

application, like previously stated, we do not control the applications that come before the 

Planning Board, they just come.  The mere fact that someone brings them does not mean 

that they are compliant with the code, it does not mean that the Planning Board likes what 

is being proposed or dislikes what is being proposed.  They go through a process and with 

regards to that there were prior concerns exhibited that were expressed.  The applicant 

wants to begin with a public hearing, the applicant wants to begin and conclude this process 

as soon as possible.  The Planning Board does not go to a public hearing until it gets to a 

point where it thinks the application has evolved enough and has been vetted by them to be 

presented to the public.  This Planning Board has public hearings and with notice in regards 

to this specific application they required the applicant to go above and beyond the normal 

notices.   The other thing he wanted to point out was the concept of ethics.  With regards to 

this particular process, there has been a lot of disclosure.  The Ethics Board will process any 

application in accordance with the provisions that were adopted and incorporated by the 

Village Board pursuant to a model law that was proposed by the State of New York and was 

adopted over many meetings of the Village Board.  The Ethics Board will do their work in 

the form it was designed.  He also stated that it was refreshing to see public participation, 

but he would be very careful to assume allegations to be factually accurate.   

 

Trustee Squirrell wanted to make note that the Board should not defend the Planning 

Board.  They will do their job and will go through their process, but we are not in the role as 

Trustees to predict what they will do or defend their actions.    

 

Mayor Picinich replied that the Planning Board is a separate entity, the people who 

volunteer from this community are appointed to that Board by this Board.  She thinks it is 

very important to point out that people should not be drawing conclusions on what the 

Planning Board has or will do because there have been statements that have been made.  

She thinks it important that we ensure that people understand the difference between what 

people may be projecting and what has actually happened.   The truth is that no conclusions 

or decisions have been made, nothing has happened on these applications.  

 

Trustee Grunthal wanted to make note that he believes it is worth reviewing why it is 

that the site at Sarles Street where the solar is projected actually fell into the category of 

properties where the solar array can be erected.  We were discussing zoning and on a 

majority of 4 to 1 that would be desirable for solar to be erected on the lower portion of the 

cemeteries.  He argued at the time would it be spot zoning to allow in those spots but 

nowhere else.  He suggested at the time there is good and bad spot zoning and that it 

would be good spot zoning to allow solar at the cemetery.  We looked for a formula to allow 

solar array only on properties that border a state road.  This allowed for the cemeteries and 

this one property in question.   
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Mayor Picinich stated that information was inaccurate.  The Board looked extensively 

at this property prior and agreed that it made sense because it would be less intensification 

of use, no roads, and no school children, there was opposition to build houses here; these 

were part of extensive conversations.  

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 10:46 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

 

 


